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Dear Friend, 

It might surprise you to hear me say this, but Habitat for 
Humanity does much more than build houses. We change lives 
through housing, home repair, and scholarships; but for me, it 
is the partnerships we build that make this work and mission 
special. Bringing people together from all walks of life to 
achieve a common goal is what sets Habitat apart in Indian River 
County, where I am now honored to serve as President and Chief 
Executive Officer.

Our partner families have stories that are each unique and special, 
just like Lisa. After fleeing an abusive relationship with her 
young son, and losing everything she had, Lisa is now rebuilding 
her life. She is a survivor and a hard worker who refuses to quit. 
When she told her boss that she might have to leave Vero Beach 
because she could no longer afford to live here, he called Habitat. 
“Good workers are hard to find,” he said. He did not want to lose 
her. 

Javier, single father of two and manager at a local retail store, 
is one of the most positive and inspirational people you will 
ever meet. He has decided to not only pursue homeownership, 
but to also go back to school, studying logistics at Indian River 
State College (IRSC). His hard work and drive will create life-
changing opportunities for his two young children.

Like Javier, Crystal is also a determined single parent. She is 
so committed to building a better life for her young son, that 
she decided to use vacation time to complete her sweat equity 
requirement. She is a talented and smart woman who is gaining 
new confidence in herself by working toward homeownership. 

Along with many others, Charles was trapped by painfully high 
rent. Like any good parent, he wants his children to grow up in 
a home of their own. When he visited his new home site for the 
first time, he was overwhelmed with gratitude for the promise of 
security that affordable homeownership can provide.
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Our homeowners are veterans, healthcare professionals, grocery 
store clerks, and teachers. They work in our community as 
bank tellers, retail store managers, soccer coaches, and property 
managers. You’ll find them working at The Museum and at 
Cleveland Clinic – Indian River Hospital. You might speak with 
one of our homeowners when you call Apple for IT support or 
find yourself sitting in a class taught by one of our homeowners 
at IRSC. 

These are our partners, our neighbors, our friends, and they 
all have one thing in common: the rapidly increasing cost of 
workforce housing.

For 30 years, with your faithful support, Indian River Habitat 
has worked to change lives in our community using the power 
of home. We have served more than 2,000 families through new 
construction and home repair. But this year is different. We are 
facing unprecedented challenges. The rapidly increasing cost 
of building materials and land threatens to push the promise of 
housing security even further from the reach of working families 
in our community. We will persevere and continue the fight to 
make decent housing affordable for everyone, and we need your 
help now more than ever. 

You, me, and the families we serve – we are the partnership 
called Habitat. Together, we build. 

Sincerely, 

Trevor J. Loomis
President and Chief Executive Officer 


